).
Results and Discussion
Rabbit HF myocytes in this model have significantly reduced Ca 2ϩ transients, [Ca 2ϩ ] SRT , and blunted force-frequency relationship. 5, 6 Cells used in this study had similar characteristics ( Figure 1B) Figure 2D ). In our rabbit HF model, 5, 6 enhanced NCX function appears dominant, whereas different balances of enhanced NCX and reduced SR Ca 2ϩ -ATPase could cause similar [Ca 2ϩ ] SRT reductions in other cases (where leak has not been assessed). 2, 3, 7 NCX changes seem most influential on [Ca 2ϩ ] SRT for the ranges in Figure 2 , but further experimental tests may be required to further validate this. In addition, one would expect a diastolic SR Ca 2ϩ leak to be more influential at low heart rate (due to the longer diastolic interval), but in HF twitch depression is more apparent at higher heart rate versus low. In conclusion, SR Ca 2ϩ leak increases in HF, but it may be less influential than altered SR Ca 2ϩ -ATPase and NCX in causing the [Ca 2ϩ ] SRT reduction in HF, which reduces systolic function.
